
 
 

Progression in Modern Foreign Languages 
(MFL) 

 
Year 3 Linguists will be able to… 

Listening: listen and respond to familiar spoken words, phrases and sentences 
Writing: write some familiar words from memory or using supported written materials 
Speaking: speak with others using simple words, phrases and short sentences 
Reading: Recognise and understand familiar written words and short phrases 

 

 
Year 4 Linguists will be able to… 

Listening: Listen for and identify specific words and phrases in instruction, stories/songs 
Writing: write some familiar words, phrases/simple sentences from memory or materials 
Speaking: communicate by asking and answering a wider range of questions 
Reading: Accurately read and understand familiar written words, phrases/short sentences  

 

 
Year 5 Linguists will be able to… 

Listening: Take part in short conversations using sentences/familiar vocabulary 
Writing: write simple sentences and short paragraphs from memory/ supported materials 
Speaking: Take part in short conversations using sentences and familiar vocabulary 
Reading: read a variety of simple texts in different formats e.g. stories/songs 
 

 
Year 6 Linguists will be able to… 

Listening: understand main points in passages of language with authentic pronunciation 
Writing: write longer sentences and short paragraphs from memory or using word bank 
Speaking: use connectives to link together what they say so as to add fluency 
Reading: read aloud with expression and accurate pronunciation 
 

 


